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796 THE NORTH AMERICAN REVIEW 

DID SEVENTEENTH CENTURY IRISHMEN DRESS FOR DINNER! 

SiE, — ^A recent issue of the Review contains an article by Havelock 
Ellis entitled " The Genius of England," which contains at least one state- 
ment creating an entirely false impression of the morals of the Irish people 
in the seventeenth century and before. 

On page 213 appears the following: "The Irish, even of high social 
class, as Fynes Moryson bore witness, sometimes dispensed with clothing 
as late as the seventeenth century." He means, of course, that the Irish 
like the old Indians and African savages, were accustomed to go around 
naked, or nearly so. 

Such a statement must be branded as a lie by any person acquainted 
with Irish history who is not animated by hatred of the Irish people, and 
a desire to help the English to pose as eivilizers of a people vastly more 
cultured in olden times than was the conquering nation. 

That Mr. Ellis is forced to rely upon the trash retailed by Lord Mount- 
joy's anti-Irish secretary (he can't be dignified with the name " historian ") 
is in itself suggestive of the utter falsity of the assertion he makes. 

Before Mr. Ellis again attempts to write anything concerning the Irish 
people, let him consult authorities. Let him read the History of Ireland 
by E. A. D' Alton, M. R. I. A.; works of Mrs. A. S. Green, Dr. P. W. Joyce, 
Mitchell, the " Four Masters." 

In the introduction to his History of Ireland, Dr. Geoffrey Keating deals 
with Fynes Moryson and other English writers who spread abroad such 
criminal falsehoods as that which Mr. Ellis gave vent to. Dr. Keating lived 
in Ireland in the seventeenth century and wrote soon after Moryson. 

C. R. MlIiLEB. 

Burlington, Iowa. 

WE HAVE ALREADY DECIDED 

Sib, — The dialogue, " The Political Situation," in your September issue, 
is puzzling. Your Editor's logic or his conscience needs treatment. What 
is the determining factor for which he is waiting before deciding whom to 
vote for in the Presidential election ? Certainly he cannot support Mr. Wil- 
son, as henceforward there can be nothing but talk by both candidates. Mr. 
Wilson's Administration is closed, practically, until after November. Does 
your Editor propose to decide the vexing question upon the speeches to be 
made by Mr. Wilson and Justice Hughes f Is it oratory and argument he 
awaits? To be sure, he will not accept Mr. Wilson's talk as against his 
record as President. And if your Editor is to be believed, that record is 
" rotten to the core." Not only is every public act and word of Mr. Wilson's 
false, dishonest, incapable and demagogical, but he is a miserable char- 
acter, according to the Editor — ^the most unworthy and incapable of all 
citizens for the great office he holds. This being the case, the Editor must 
have a sorry estimate of Justice Hughes, or his mind would be in no such 
doubtful state. 

To be sure, your Editor has a nightmare. All the Democrats I know 
believe Mr. Wilson to be one of the greatest (if not the very greatest) 
Presidents this country ever had ; but that is really not the question troubling 
your readers. It is this : Upon what ground does your Editor propose to 



